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This paper aims at presenting in broad lines English-medium
schools, the so-called «Anatolian High Schools», run by both the
state and the private sector in Turkey.
To this endı af ter stating the purpose of the paper in the intro-
duction, the paper investigates the historical background of
foreign language teaching in Turkeyand the place of private
institutions in the educational system. Curriculum changes and
activities in foreign language education are mentioned briefly,
and students' achievements on English language instruction are
supplemented by the findings of a comparative study.
Finallyı in the conclusion, the paper lists the contributions of
English-medium highschools to the Turkish educational system.

Introduction

In reoent years, the rapid prDgress in science and technDIDgy,
widely-used mass media, the impDrtance 'Of internatiDnal tDuris'1l
mDbility have gradually increased cultural and cDmmercial inter-
relationsamDng the cDuntries which are prDgressive'ly Dbliged tD
use a ccuple 'of languages as a means 'of internatiDnal ccmmuni-
caticn. it is estimated that there are about four thcıısand langua-
ges all 'over the wcrld. Each scciety has its cwn native language,
but 'only a few 'Of the languages are learned as a fDreign Dr se-
ccnd language.

(*) Hacettepe Üniversitesi Eğitim Fakültesi Öğretim Üyesi.
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The most Important crlterlon for a language to be learned by
other nations is the economic and political power of that nation.
The other criteria are historical, commercial and cultural relations
and also military agreements and contlnental treaties among the
nations.

At present. Turkey is a member of a lot of international orga-
nizations such United Nations, NATO, Council of Europe. OECD,
ete. Only a few languages such as English, French, Spanish are
officially used in these internationalorganizations.

TOday, like it or curse it, English is the closest thing to a 'lin-
gua franca' around the globe. Roughly 700 million people speak
it with an increase of 40 percent in the last twenty years and a
total that represents more than one-seventh of the world's popu-
lation. It has replaced French in the world of diplomacy and Ger-
man in the ~ield of science. (Newsweek, 1982). It is said that more
than 80 gercent of all scientific papers are published first in
English.

For the above-mentioned reasons, teaching other countries'
languages at schools has becom e an important objective and some
important languages such as English, French, German. ıtalian and
Spanish have found their way in school curricula. In Turkish edu-
caNonal system English. French and German have been taught as
foreign languages in school since the proclamation of the Republic.
lt will be helpful to review the past in order to understand the
present situation of foreign language teaching in Turkey.

Hfstor,ical packground of Foreign Language Teaching in Turkey

lt is customary to divide the history of education into two pe-
riods: the Ottoman Period and the Republican Period.

A. The Ottornan Period

This period covers 624 years between 1299, in which the Otto-
man Empire was founded by Ottoman Beyand 1923, in which the
Turkish Republic was founded by Mustapha Kemal Atatürk.

In early Ottoman Empire period, primary schools «Sıbyan Okul-
ları» and secondary school s «Medreseler» were relig1ion-based
schools. Arabic was the only foreign language taught at Medrese
in addition to religious subjects. The higher educational institutlons
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«Enderunlar» were known as «Palace Schools» (Saray Okulları).
The overall objective of Enderun was to train well-educated states-
men for the Ottoman Empire. Arabic and Persion were taught as
foreign languages. The amazing point for the ıinstitution, Medrese,
was that Turkish was taught as a second language to non-Turks
and devshirmes, those who are converted into Turks from other
nations in the Ottoman Empire.

Westernization and civilization in the Ottoman Empire started
with the declaration of Re'organization Movement, known as «Tan-
~imat». The first tec,hnical school, Ship-Build ing College, «Mühendis
Hane-i Bahri-i Hümayun» in which lectures were given in French
was founded in 1773. Thus, French, as a modern foreign language.
was placed in school curriculo for the first time in Turkish educa-
tional system. A medical and a political science cOllege followed
this schoolıin 1863.

At secondary educatian level, public schools, «Sultanilen>
were opened. Galatasaray Sultanisi, known as the first French
medium high school, run by the state was opened on the 1st of Sep-
tember, 1868. Galatasaray is accepted as the turning point in the
Turkish educational system because it was the first state institution
that led to Anatolian High Schools in Turkey. Incidentally, Galata-
saray High School has trained many well-educated statesmen, po-
IIticians and diplomats for Turkey.

The whole educational system of the Ottoman Empire was reor-
ganized by the well-known (prominent) Minister of Education, Saffet
Pasha in 1869. During his period, Junior High Schools ({idadiler»
and Senior High Schools «Sultaniler» were officially opened and
French became o compulsory school subject, English and German
were offered as additional optional subjects; thus the teaching of
French, English and German was embodied in the curricula.

The first English-medium private high school was opened by
the Americans in 1863. It was called «Robert College.» lt is said
that Robert College was opened to help the Turks during the Cri-
mean War by a very rich busıinessman from New York, named Ro-
bert. He had offered to pay for all the expenses of the college until
the year he died, 1878, and also donated his wealth to the college
foundation.

Before the Republican Period, many private high schools run
by foreigners such as the French, the German. the ıtalian were
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opened in Turkey. At present. there are five American, seven
French, two German and two ıtalian private high schools in Tur-
key.

B. The Republican Period

Thıis period covers 63 years between 1923, in which the Republic
was proclaimed and 1986, the present. '

The most important event in this period was the 1924 Educa-
tion Act. According to the Acİ. all the educational institutions were
unified and centralized. RegiUous schools such as Medreseler.
idadiler and Sultaniler were closed down; private high schools run
by the foreigners were not closed down, but they were not given
permission to open new ones. On the contrary, the permission was
given to Turkish private high schools. Thus privately run schoals
by Turkish entrepreneurs were opened and increased throughout
the country. Also, the Ministry of Education has decided to increa-
se the number of schools like «Galatasaray High School» after-
wards named «Anatplian High Schools» in order to make teaching
of foreign languages more efficient. The characteristic of Anatolian
high schoolsis to teach some subjects such as mathematics and
science through a modern language - English, French or German.
These schools pffer a one-year intensive foreign language teaching
program to the pupils so that they will be able to follow courses
offered in a foreıign language. Af ter graduating from high school,
the graduates are able to use the language effectively, find a good
job in business life and are able to make good progress in their
academic life. For this reason, most parents would like to send their
children to these schools. For instance, in the 1980-81 academic
year 44315 primary school graduates applied to these schools, but
only 4860 out of them were accepted through the entrance exam.
In the 1984-85 academic year 121.020 primary school graduates
applıied, and only 13480 were accepted. As shown above, the num-
ber of these schools. In 1974-75 there were only 12 Anatolian High
Schools and 43 Turkish and foreign private high schools in Tur-
key. In 1984-85 the number reached 137 schools altogether. In. or-
der to encourage leaming foreign languages in Turkey, prıivately run
Turkish schools have been founded since 1925. The private high
schools are similar to the Anatolian High Schools and authorlzed
by the Minlstry of Education.
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Foreign Languages

English French Gennan

chools 64 6 2

. Schools 43 4 2

. Schools 5
i

2
i

7

112
ı

12
i

11

Table : 1
Distribution of Foreign Language-Medium High Schools

in Turkey

Total

Italian
Types of Schools

Anatolian High S

Turkish Private H

--
Foreign Private H 2

2

Source : Ministry of Education Statistics

As shown in Table: 1, most of the foreign language high
schools in Turkeyare English-medium. Nowadays German-medium
schools are inereasing because of the Turkish workers in Germany.
Most of the workers in Germany are planning to come back to
Turkeyand wıish to sen d their children to German-medium schools.

There are approximatel'y 4 milli'Onpupils 'in secondary schools in
Turkey, but only 85 or 90 thousand out of them have the chance
to attend these schools. The rest of them have to attend public,
technical 'Orvocational schools. They learn foreign languages there
but they have only three teaching hours for a foreign language
course a week. Unfortunately, theyare not able to communicate in
the target language effectively. For this reason, parents prefer Ana-
tolian High Schools to public schools.

Curriculum Development in Foreign Language Education in Turkey

The concept, curriculum, is very new in Turkey. The first cur-
riculum preparation in foreign language education started in 1962
in cooperation with the Council of Europe and the Ministry of Edu-
cation.

Recent contemporary dev,elopments and trends in foreign lan-
guage teaching forced authorities to reconsider curricula, textboks,
teaching methods. t,echniques and materials. The Ministry of Edu-

31

---



Dept. of Literature Dept of Science

(n)
X

(S) (n)
X

(S)
i- - -

278 14.84 6.25 325 15.78 5.77
- - -

79 32.19 8.03 155 36.45 6.57
"

-- ----- --

cation decided to establish «The Center for Developing Foreign
Language Education» (Yabancı Dil ÖğretiminiGeliştirme Merkezi) in
cooperation with the experts fromthe Councilof Europe.

The Center prepared a new curriculum, textbooks and audio-
visual materials. They were all prepared for public schools. Nothing
was done for Anatolian High Schools. FinalIy, in 1983, the Ministry
of EducaNon decided to prepare a new curriculum for Anatolian
High Schools and appointed a commission including the author of
this paper. The curriculum was prepared for only English-medium
high schools and published in the Official Gazette of the Ministrt
of Education (Tebliğler Dergisi) in Number, 2170, on August 13,
1984.

Pupils' Achievement in Foreign Language in Schoals

Pupils' achievement in foreign language in Anatolian High
Schools is significantly different when compared to the other
schools. The ~indings through research conducted by the author of
this pape~ show that there is significant difference between the Ana-
tolian High Schoals and the public schools. And also there are dif-
ferences among Turkish and foreign private schools and Anatolian
High Schools. These differences are shown in Table: 2 below.

Table : 2
Arithmetle Mean and Standard Deviation of

Popils' Perfonnance in English in Schools

T~s of schools

Public Schools
--

Anatolian High Schools

Turkish Private H. Schools 56 32.82 5.85 47 33.60, 10.42

--- ---
Foreign Private H. Schools 101 41.13 4.06

x = Arithmetic mean is ca1culated ç>utof 50 points.
Source: Ö. Demirel (1979)

144 42.73 4.38
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As shown In Table: 2, foreign private schools have the highest
score of alı. It can be said that foreign private schools employ na-
tlve speakers, useaudiovisual aids effectively In the EFL/ESL

clossrooms. School foundatıon is supported both by the parents
and the government of the country of the target language,and these
schools are located in big cities such as istanbul, izmir and An-
kara where it is possible to find well-qualified part-time teachers.
The othe~ point is the number of the pupils in each class is limited.
Same schools offer a two-year preparation for developlng the basic
language skllls Instead of one year.

Pupils In Anatolian High Schools are more successful than pub-
lic schools. It was an expected finding, because pupils at these
schools are abi e to use the foreign language intenslvely, they do
their homework, take oraland written exams in that language and
spend most of their time by reading books wrltten in that langua-
ge. Theyare alsa in close contact with the western culture and
are able to get the flrst-hand knowledge by means of the target
language.

Conclusion

In concluslon, foreign language - medium hlgh schools have
great importance In the Turkish Educational System. The gradua-
tes command the language, use it effectively, get first-hand know-
ledge, think and speak perfectly and alsa are able to publish ab-
road. The graduates of these schools will be able to work coope-
ratively and establish personal relations effectively with the peopte
who speak the target language as his/her native language.

In the near future, Comman Market countrles In Europe are
plann1ing to establish the United States of Europe similar to the
United States of America. Most probably, English and/or French
will be the officlal language for the new state. In order to educate
the new generatian for the future, this type of schools will he Ip the
learners to learn one or more than one foreign language effectlvely
and perfectly.

lt Is hoped that Anatolian typed schools wlll continue to traln
well educated scholars, statesmenand politicians as Galatasaray
High School has been doing for centurles for Turkey.
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